GNOPSC Harbor Safety Committee

Minutes of the Meeting held Wednesday, November 5, 2025

The following representatives were in attendance:

Attendee Affiliation Attendee Affiliation
Henry Peterson Bar Pilots Christine Titus Louisiana Maritime Association
Jonathan Davis Bisso Towboat Joy Manthey Manthey Hospitality
Ryan Gaubert Boh Bros. lan Burnette Marathon Petroleum
Harold Bauer Boh Bros. Tony Odak Marine & Energy Consultants
Marshall Adams Capes Shipping Jake Stahl Marine Expertise
Cherrie Felder Channel Shipyard Fitz-Robert Aaron Marine Labs
Karl Gonzales Cooper Marine/GNOBFA Lisa McGoey MVTTC
James Rousse Crescent Towing Brett Bourgeois New Orleans Board of Trade
Michael Leblanc E.N. Bisso Steve Wall NOBRA Pilots
Jean-Paul Richard | E.N. Bisso Amy Dawson Port NOLA
Lance Crochet Federal Pilots Lester Millet IlI Port SL/Infragard
Paul Dittman GICA Jeff Kindl Steiner Construction
Philip Vandercook | Global Maritime Ministries Rick Francis T&T Marine
Lee Gallion Global Maritime Ministries Thyn Oo Tulane Public Law Center
Michael Nation Harbor Towing Mario Munoz Turn Services
Kevin Cador Ingram Barge Chris Booth USCG
Leo Falgout Kirby Gregory Callaghan USCG
Mark Wright LA House of Representatives | Mike Wurster USCG
John Maurin Lanier Engineers Brooke Cumbie Lopez | USCG
Cat WesterKamp Lanier Engineers Tim Long Valero

The following reports were given:

Harbor Safety Committee Chairman, Mario Munoz

Mario called the meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance and made general announcements. The
next national HSC Conference will be held March 24-25, 2026, in Seattle, Washington and hosted by the
Marine Exchange of Puget Sound. Registration is available here.

USCG Sector New Orleans, CAPT Gregory Callaghan

Captain Callaghan provided updates for Sector New Orleans and highlighted recent events. As a reminder,
hurricane season is not officially over, and everyone needs to stay on top of their preparations for the next few
weeks. The Saltwater Barrier Sill construction went very well — thanks to the Corps and everyone else involved
in coordinating that effort to keep vessel traffic moving. There will be closures late next week at the Hopper
Dredge Disposal Area. See MSIB Vol. XXV, Issue 074 for details.

Bar Pilots — Captain Henry Peterson

All is well on the Bar Pilot route. They are prepared for next week’s closures.



https://marexps.com/national-hsc-2026/

GNOPSC Harbor Safety Committee
November 5, 2025 Minutes

NOBRA Pilots — Captain Steve Wall

Captain Wall introduced himself as the new president of the NOBRA Pilots. He looks forward to
working with everyone. There will be revetment operations on the NOBRA Route potentially beginning at the
end of November.

Federal Pilots — Lance Crochet

Captain Crochet provided an update on the HSC’s small vessel safety working group.

GICA — Paul Dittman

All locks in the New Orleans District are fully functional with the semi-exception of Harvey Lock,
which is currently closed due to reverse head conditions because of low water. There will be repair operations at
Calcasieu Lock beginning in late winter or early spring that will involve 14 months of daytime closures. The
Old Highway 23 Bridge demolition is complete. The Corps of Engineers has begun an economic study to look
at replacing the Bayou Sorrell Lock — if you are impacted by traffic moving through this lock please reach out
to Paul at pdittman@gicaonline.com so that you can provide input.

AWO — Jill Bessetti

Jill was unable to attend but provided the following update:

On behalf of AWO-please thank everyone that supported our Fall Convention in Houston. It was a great
success. We will have a booth at Workboat this year and we encourage everyone to stop by (and bring a friend
interested in membership).

We had a great “mini industry” training day at Sector New Orleans to discuss inspections issues with new and
seasoned inspectors. We had 6 companies represented. It really went great and we look forward to doing more
of those. Flexibility in scheduling seems to be an ongoing issue and we ask the USCG to continue to work with
our towing companies on that.

Our combined regions meeting will be held in New Orleans in February. The events page is updated. Events
The American Waterways Operators

GNOBFA — Karl Gonzales

All is well, as a reminder please check your fleets in anticipation of high water.

CAMO — Jake Stahl

Nothing to report. If you have any questions or issues, please reach out to Ed Landgraf ed@camogroup.org,
Lester Millet, or Jake Stahl.

Cybersecurity Subcommittee — Lester Millet 111

Lester provided an update on events, and upcoming opportunities for involvement.


mailto:pdittman@gicaonline.com
https://www.americanwaterways.com/events
https://www.americanwaterways.com/events
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Waterways & Navigation Subcommittee

Captain Crochet with the Federal Pilots provided an update on the HSC’s small vessel safety working
group.

Discussion

CDR Waurster led the group discussion around the Sail250 Event that is coming to New Orleans in May of
2026. If you are interested in joining the maritime subcommittee for this event, reach out to Waterways
Management Staff at WWMNOLA @uscg.mil or Christine can connect you.

Port Safety Council Chairman Mario Munoz adjourned the meeting. The next meeting of the GNOPSC Harbor
Safety Committee is currently scheduled for January 7, 2026.


mailto:WWMNOLA@uscg.mil

